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 ST. FRANCIS’ EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

COMMUNIQUÉ  

April, 2020                                    The Newsletter for St. Francis, 

A Letter from Fr. Jack Zamboni, Rector 

Fr. Jack Zamboni 

Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

Life for us all has changed so much since I wrote my last Communique arti-
cle a month ago, and continues to change day by day.  I hope that you are 
all well and following the CDC Guidelines for keeping yourself and others 
safe. Please know that in the midst of this crisis you are in my prayers. 

In the midst of all this change, the ministry of St. Francis continues, carried 
out in new ways.   

  

• Worship Many have been gathering online: (including some who’ve never be at St. Francis in per-
son): 34, the first Sunday we did this, around 50 for the next two.  I hope there will be have even more 
for Palm Sunday (see details under Keeping Holy Week on page 3 of the Communique.  I’m enor-
mously grateful to Music Director, Albert Bellefeuille, who has brought to St. Francis not only his musi-
cal skills, but tech knowledge and ability that has made this possible. Sam Mathew and Kate Mason 
have contributed as well. 

• Formation Our Adult Lenten Formation met via Zoom after worship the last 3 Sundays of Lent. Our 
Contemplative Confirmation and Reception group has also met this way. During Easter Season, two 
complementary ways of praying, Contemplation and Intercession and Contemplation, led by Kate Ma-
son and Fr. Frank Hubbard, respectively, will be offered by Zoom.  Fr. Frank will also lead his planned 
exploration of the first chapters of Genesis on Saturday, May 2

nd
. There’s more info on these offerings 

on pages 15 and 22. 

• Outreach We had previously agreed to Fish Hospitality homeless guests for 3 weeks beginning 
March 29

th
. Very recently, the program decided to house these homeless families in motels for their 

safety and that of staff and volunteers.  Your Vestry responded to their request for help in funding this 
by donating $1,000 from the Outreach line in our Budget. We’ve also given $250 to the soup kitchen 
at St. Mark’s Church in Keansburg. Our Blood Drive will go forward as planned with the Bishop’s ap-
proval. The Red Cross is in dire need of blood donations and has developed COVID-19 safety proto-
cols. See details on page 19. 

• Organizational Life The Vestry met by Zoom in March and continues to be in frequent contact by 
email.  The Finance Committee will meet after Easter and communicate more fully about parish fi-
nances at that time (see Parish Finances at this Time on page 23).  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/index.html
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     Sr. Warden Cynthia Pelliccia and I have been in regular contact with Cheryl Ambicki, owner of Pre-  
cious Gifts Day Care Center, to whom we rent our Nursery space during the week. They have State 
approval to stay open to care for the children of essential workers during the pandemic. 

• Communal Life and Pastoral Care Since our Zoom meeting in March, Vestry members have been 
calling parishioners in our new Directory to check in with how you all are doing. If you haven’t gotten 
call yet, you should soon.  I am also in the process of calling everyone, though it is going to take me 
longer to reach everyone, of course.  If there’s a need you have or want to talk about how this is going 
for you, please call me on my call, 732-403-4188.  I’m deeply grateful for the prayers many are offering 
for me and the parish in this time. 

I’m heartened to hear how many of you have been reaching out to each other by phone, email and text 
beyond what parish leaders are doing.  We’re likely in this for the long haul and we’ll need each other to 
get through.  Please keep in touch with me, the Vestry and each other. Keep praying for one another, the 
parish, our Bishop and Diocese, our country; indeed, all this world God loves so passionately.  God bless 
you all. 

Peace, 
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Keeping Holy Week  

Observing this most sacred time in the church year in the midst of a pandemic provides great challenges. There 
are also great opportunities to discover new ways of being together as a parish and diocesan community and to 
claim our homes as sacred places where families gather for prayer and worship, a practice we can carry on when 
the pandemic is over.   
 
Resources for Prayer and Worship in Our Homes  (page 4) includes links on how to set up a home prayer ta-
ble, family practices for Holy Week, guidance on discussing pandemics and suffering with children from a Christian 
perspective, and much more. Much, not all, of the material is geared to families with children, and even this has 
wider applicability. 
 
Worship There will be daily online worship opportunities from St. Francis throughout Holy Week. For the major 

services of the Triduum, we will join our Diocesan community in services led by our Bishop, the Rt. Rev. William 

(Chip) Stokes.  How to Attend Church Online (page 5 in this Communique.) gives direction on how to access 

online services via computer and phone (for those without computers). 

 
Midrash Kate Mason has written a wonderfully evocative retelling of the Holy Week story from the point of view of 

characters within it (Holy Week in Quarantine, (pages 10-14). It’s modeled on the Jewish practice of Midrash, an 

imaginative way of engaging the Bible and offering new ways to hear and pray the stories.  

 

Holy Week Worship Schedule 
 
Palm Sunday: St. Francis, 10 AM Join in celebrating Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem with a parish wide 

video procession (see Fr. Jack’s Tuesday email Be Part of Our Palm Sunday Procession! to contribute). Get some 

branches from your yard to wave at home as we sing All Glory, Laud and Honor. The dramatic reading (via Zoom) 

of the Passion according to St. Matthew follows. 

 

Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday, 7:30 PM. Order of Worship for the Evening and Communal Lectio 

Divina (Bible Reflection). pages 6-10 Fr. Jack will lead this time of worship, engagement with Scripture and prayer 

from his home.  If possible, have a candle ready to be lit at the opening of the service. This may be available only 

Zoom on phone or computer. 

 

Maundy Thursday 

Diocesan Agape Service and Home Meals, 6:00 PM  

Overnight Prayer Vigil, Livestream from St. Francis Join in virtual prayer at the Altar of Repose where the 

Sacrament will be reserved. This may be available only Zoom on phone or computer.  Sign up for a time 

slot on here. Suggestions for ways to pray follow the Order of Worship for the Evening materials on page 

10. 

 
Good Friday  

Good Friday Liturgy, Trinity Cathedral, 12 Noon  

Virtual Stations of the Cross 7:00 PM      May be available only Zoom on phone or computer 

 
Holy Saturday, 9:00 AM: Liturgy of the Word    May be available only Zoom on phone or computer 

 
Easter Eve 

Easter Vigil, Diocesan Liturgy, 7:30 PM   

 

Easter Day, 10 AM: Holy Eucharist, St. Francis The Eucharist will be celebrated and all are invited to spiritual 

(not virtual) Communion. Fr. Jack will do brief teaching on this before worship that day. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1u5lej2ZxWClKXkZf0GwPc2BHAk9HSi2S/edit
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Resources for Prayer and Worship in Our Homes 

 

Making an Altar at Home - Sharon E. Pearson, Rows of Sharon 

  

Creating A Lenten Prayer Space At Home - guidance for creating sacred space at home 

 

How to Set Up a Prayer Table - from the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 

 

Holy Week in a Box by Building Faith Editors  

 

Holy Week At Home: Family Practices For The Triduum by Jerusalem Greer  

 

Maundy Thursday At Home: Stripping The Table by Jerusalem Greer  

 

Easter Sunrise Breakfast at Home by Traci Smith  

 

TALKING & PRAYING THROUGH HOLY WEEK with children 

 

Holy Week, The Cross, and Children by Elizabeth Windsor can give adults confidence talking about the 

tough stuff with children. 

 

Coronavirus, Anxiety, Children and the Church by Angela Compton Nelson  

 

Faithful Parenting in a Pandemic by Wendy Claire Barrie (WendyClaireBarrie.com) offers some good 

ideas for different ages to engage, reflect on what’s happening, etc.  

 

Look for the Gifts: Praying with Children During a Pandemic by Christine V. Hides 

(ChristineVHides.com) has a great idea for a prayer jar, but it’s definitely not JUST for praying with chil-

dren! 

  

 

https://rowsofsharon.com/2020/03/24/making-an-altar-for-home/
https://buildfaith.org/creating-lenten-prayer-space-home/
https://www.cgsusa.org/wp-content/uploads/HowToSetUpPrayerTable.pdf
https://www.cgsusa.org/
https://buildfaith.org/holy-week-in-a-box/
https://buildfaith.org/holy-week-at-home-family-practices-for-the-triduum/
https://buildfaith.org/maundy-thursday-at-home/
https://buildfaith.org/easter-sunrise-at-home/
https://buildfaith.org/experiencing-holy-week-with-children/
https://buildfaith.org/coronavirus-anxiety-children-and-the-church/
https://wendyclairebarrie.com/2020/03/17/faithful-parenting-in-a-pandemic/
https://christinevhides.com/2020/03/12/look-for-the-gifts-praying-with-children-during-a-pandemic/
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How to Attend Church Online 

 
  
You can access St. Francis worship in multiple ways.  
 

• St. Francis Website www.stfrancisdunellen.org On the 
home page there are direct links to the St. Francis 
Zoom Meeting and our Facebook Live. Click for your 
preferred platform. We had issues with Facebook on 
March 22

nd
 that we believe are now fixed.  However, 

Zoom is our primary platform and we continue to rec-
ommend that. 

• Zoom To access Zoom directly Go to https://zoom.us/
download in advance to download the (small) Zoom 
app. Then paste https://zoom.us/j/5958544455 into 
your browser and follow the prompts. Please mute 
yourself by clicking on the microphone icon in the lower 
left hand corner to keep background noise/feedback 
from interfering.  

• Facebook Live: Click on the link below or paste it in 
your browser You may have to scroll up or down to find 
the feed for the service for that day 
www.facebook.com/StFrancisDunellen/live/ 

• Zoom Audio on any phone. 
1. Call 1-669-900-6833 or 1-646-876-9923. A voice will 

prompt, “Welcome to Zoom” and ask you to enter the 
Meeting ID 

2. Enter the Meeting ID: 595-854-4455 followed by 
the # sign. 

3. After the next prompt, press # and you will be in the meeting. 
4. Press *6 to mute your phone or use the mute button on your phone if it has one. This will keep 

background noise from interfering with others on Zoom  
 
Diocesan Worship 
 
All Diocesan worship services will be broadcast live on the diocese Facebook page and YouTube 
channel. "Like" or "Subscribe" to each now so you're notified when we go live. Fr. Jack will also 
stream Diocesan Worship on the St. Francis Zoom account.  You should be able to access those ser-
vices by computer or phone using the directions above. 

http://www.stfrancisdunellen.org
https://zoom.us/download
https://zoom.us/download
https://zoom.us/j/5958544455
http://www.facebook.com/StFrancisDunellen/live/
https://www.facebook.com/dioceseofnj
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6i-1hwvjcFf0VFCU99JRKA?view_as=subscriber
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6i-1hwvjcFf0VFCU99JRKA?view_as=subscriber
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An Order of Worship for the Evening 
 

Welcome 

 

Gathering Music 

 

Lamplighting  All light candles in their homes 

 

Officiant Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 

Short Scripture Lesson 
 

Prayer for Light 
 

Phos Hilaron 
 
All  O gracious Light, 

pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, 
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 
Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 
and our eyes behold the vesper light, 
we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 
O Son of God, O Giver of life, 
and to be glorified through all the worlds. 

The Psalter 

Monday: Psalm 36:5-11 
 
5  Your love, O LORD, reaches to the heavens, * 

and your faithfulness to the clouds. 
 
6  Your righteousness is like the strong mountains, 

your justice like the great deep; * 
you save both man and beast, O LORD. 

 
7  How priceless is your love, O God! * 

your people take refuge under the shadow of your wings. 
 
8  They feast upon the abundance of your house; * 

you give them drink from the river of your delights. 
 
9  For with you is the well of life, * 

and in your light we see light. 
 
10  Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you, * 

and your favor to those who are true of heart. 
 
11  Let not the foot of the proud come near me, * 

nor the hand of the wicked push me aside. 
 

ALL Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen 
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Tuesday:  Psalm 71:1-14 
 

1  In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; * 
let me never be ashamed. 

 
2  In your righteousness, deliver me and set me free; * 

incline your ear to me and save me. 
 
3  Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe; * 

you are my crag and my stronghold. 
 
4  Deliver me, my God, from the hand of the wicked, * 

from the clutches of the evildoer and the oppressor. 
 
5  For you are my hope, O Lord GOD, * 

my confidence since I was young. 
 
6  I have been sustained by you ever since I was born; 

from my mother's womb you have been my strength; * 
my praise shall be always of you. 

 
7  I have become a portent to many; * 

but you are my refuge and my strength. 
 
8  Let my mouth be full of your praise * 

and your glory all the day long. 
 

ALL Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen 

 
Wednesday:  Psalm 70 
 

1  Be pleased, O God, to deliver me; * 
O LORD, make haste to help me. 

 
2  Let those who seek my life be ashamed 

and altogether dismayed; * 
let those who take pleasure in my misfortune 
draw back and be disgraced. 

 
3  Let those who say to me "Aha!" and gloat over me turn back, * 

because they are ashamed. 
 
4  Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; * 

let those who love your salvation say for ever, 
"Great is the LORD!" 

 
5  But as for me, I am poor and needy; * 

come to me speedily, O God. 
 
6  You are my helper and my deliverer; * 

O LORD, do not tarry. 
 

ALL Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen 
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Communal Bible Reflection  Fr. Jack will lead a process of shared reflection on the Gospel 
 
Monday: John 12:1-11 
 
Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had raised from 
the dead. There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at the table 
with him. Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus' feet, and wiped 
them with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. But Judas Iscariot, one of 
his disciples (the one who was about to betray him), said, "Why was this perfume not sold for three 
hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?" (He said this not because he cared about the 
poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and used to steal what was put into it.) 
Jesus said, "Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for the day of my burial. You al-
ways have the poor with you, but you do not always have me." When the great crowd of the Jews 
learned that he was there, they came not only because of Jesus but also to see Lazarus, whom he had 
raised from the dead. So the chief priests planned to put Lazarus to death as well, since it was on ac-
count of him that many of the Jews were deserting and were believing in Jesus. 
 

Tuesday:  John 12:20-36 

Among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. They came to Philip, who 
was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, "Sir, we wish to see Jesus." Philip went and told An-
drew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, "The hour has come for the 
Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, 
it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love their life lose it, and 
those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow 
me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. 
"Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say-- `Father, save me from this hour'? No, it is for this 
reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name." Then a voice came from heaven, "I 
have glorified it, and I will glorify it again." The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was 
thunder. Others said, "An angel has spoken to him." Jesus answered, "This voice has come for your 
sake, not for mine. Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. 
And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself." He said this to indicate the 
kind of death he was to die. The crowd answered him, "We have heard from the law that the Messiah 
remains forever. How can you say that the Son of Man must be lifted up? Who is this Son of Man?" 
Jesus said to them, "The light is with you for a little longer. Walk while you have the light, so that the 
darkness may not overtake you. If you walk in the darkness, you do not know where you are going. 
While you have the light, believe in the light, so that you may become children of light." After Jesus 
had said this, he departed and hid from them. 
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Wednesday: John 13:21-32 
 
At supper with his friends, Jesus was troubled in spirit, and declared, "Very truly, I tell you, one of you 
will betray me." The disciples looked at one another, uncertain of whom he was speaking. One of his 
disciples-- the one whom Jesus loved-- was reclining next to him; Simon Peter therefore motioned to 
him to ask Jesus of whom he was speaking. So while reclining next to Jesus, he asked him, "Lord, who 
is it?" Jesus answered, "It is the one to whom I give this piece of bread when I have dipped it in the 
dish." So when he had dipped the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas son of Simon Iscariot. After he re-
ceived the piece of bread, Satan entered into him. Jesus said to him, "Do quickly what you are going to 
do." Now no one at the table knew why he said this to him. Some thought that, because Judas had the 
common purse, Jesus was telling him, "Buy what we need for the festival"; or, that he should give 
something to the poor. So, after receiving the piece of bread, he immediately went out. And it was 
night. 
 
When he had gone out, Jesus said, "Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glori-
fied in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him 
at once 
 
Community Prayer 
 
The Collect of the Day 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Prayer Over the People 
 
The Dismissal  

 
Officiant Let us bless the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 
+   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   + 

 
Suggestions for Prayer for Maundy Thursday Watch   

 

There are many ways to pray in this hour.  Some suggestions follow and, of course, there are your own 
habits of prayer to draw on.  Do not flit from one way to another, or attempt to try them all.  Pray in 
that way to which you feel drawn, and let God use it as God will. Begin by asking God’s Spirit, which 
dwells in you, to be the source and energy of your prayer.  Prayer is not so much our activity as God’s 
activity in us. 
 
I. Praying with Scripture. Slowly read a passage of Scripture one of (or part of one) of the Gospel ac-
counts of the Last Supper, Jesus’ prayer in Gethsemane, arrest, trial, and death. In all four Gospels, 
these stories are in the last few chapters.  Enter into the story in your imagination and respond as you 
are moved. Maundy Thursday in Holy Week in Quarantine (page 11) might help you on this path. If 
you don’t have a Bible at hand, use Bible Gateway. Psalms 22, 116, 102, and 130 are especially appro-
priate.  The Book of Common Prayer is also available online. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/
https://www.bcponline.org/
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II. A variety Contemplative Practices offer more silent ways to pray.  If you want to explore one of 
these, check the options out in advance and choose the one that attracts you. 
 
III. Intercession.  During this time of pandemic, you may wish to offer to Christ present in the Sacra-
ment on the Altar of Repose your prayers for the needs of people known to you and unknown, includ-
ing the needs of the world beyond your immediate circle: the sick and dying, those who grieve, first re-
sponders and health professionals, civic leaders and research scientists. 
 
IV. Speaking your heart and mind to God.  For many of us, being fully honest with God about our 
thoughts and feelings about our life and God’s place in it does not come easily.  This is especially true of 
the so-called “negative” emotions: anger, fear, sadness, shame, disappointment.  Too often, we act as if 
we must always try to be positive and polite with God.  Jesus’ agonized prayer in the Garden of Geth-
semane and his cry of forsakenness from the Cross show us a more real and honest way of praying.  
This night may be a time in which you can open your heart to God about whatever is most real and im-
portant to you -- sad or happy, painful or joyful, fearful or trusting.  Whatever it is, God desires to hear 
what is in your heart and on your mind.  One of the more basic rules about prayer is: Be honest with 
God and yourself! 

Holy Week in Quarantine 

 
 

Introduction 
 

Welcome, friends, to Holy Week in quarantine. Whatever our past experience of this season has 

been, it’s safe to say this year will be different. While that offers challenges, it perhaps also offers us the 

opportunity to let ourselves be individually led deeper into the story arc from Palm Sunday to Easter.  

An ancient Jewish approach to scripture called midrash "discern[s] value in texts … as potential 

revelatory spaces," writes the Hebrew scholar Wilda C. Gafney. Midrash “reimagine[s] dominant narrati-

val readings while crafting new ones to stand alongside—not replace—former readings. Midrash also 

asks questions of the text; sometimes it provides answers, sometimes it leaves the reader to answer the 

questions.” 

My past encounters with midrash have been illumining and surprising. And so I thought to write 

the vignettes that follow. I’m not a scholar, but rather have tried to approach these familiar stories in a 

more personal way than we sometimes do. Each day, I’ve picked a different viewpoint character to help 

explore this week. See how they may speak to you. And then pick up the scriptures and see how they 

speak to you personally, what they tell you in the midst of this unfamiliar time. 

 

Kate Mason, March 2020 

 

Palm Sunday  
 

I’ve spent my whole life on our farm near Bethany. So I was overjoyed to hear my grandfather tell 

my parents, “Samuel will be a man next year. He should experience the Passover in Jerusalem.” My par-

ents didn’t feel they could spare me, but my grandfather won out – as he always does. 

https://cac.org/contemplation-dm/?fbclid=IwAR1J8TOh5gPoxD2ri3aFAecgBCIgBKuhdJuyEj0_eVI192O7QKA2Wdb2FXQ
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And so, on a warm dusty spring morning, I walked with my grandfather toward the gates of the great 

city. Though it was sunny and bright, the many people walking the road had created a cloud of dust, and it 

was a little hard to breathe. I coughed when a troop of mounted Roman soldiers trotted past us, and won-

dered briefly about putting something over my face to filter out the dust.  

Near us was a sizeable group of people who caught my attention. Actually, their leader caught my 

attention the most, though I can’t exactly say why. There was something about his eyes. I heard him tell 

his followers to get a donkey and a colt for him to ride into the city. That puzzled me – as it did his follow-

ers, I think, though they did as he asked.  

I gazed at him, tried to make sense of what he was doing. He had quite a throng of followers; surely 

he could have ridden something grander. 

He must have felt my gaze on him, because he turned to look at me. Our eyes met, held, and he 

smiled. It was such a brief moment, but I felt something ripple through me, felt a change in my bones. This 

man was special, different. 

“Do you know who that is?” I asked my grandfather. 

“Ah, that’s Jesus of Nazareth,” my grandfather replied. “Some say he’s the Messiah come to life. 

Some say he’s just a rabble-rouser.” 

“What do you think, Grandfather?” 

The wisest man I know looked at me. “I think that’s a question we each must answer for ourselves, 

Samuel. For myself, I think both are perhaps true. I’ve heard stories of the things he’s done – his healing, 

the things he teaches….” He drifted off, glanced at Jesus, then looked away, lost in thought. 

“So – if the Messiah has come, that means he’ll throw out the Romans!” 

“Shhh, Samuel.” My grandfather looked around nervously for a moment, but there were no soldiers 

nearby. “Perhaps that’s true; but for myself, I doubt it. I think people are mistaking what they want to be 

have happen, versus what we need. 

“At the Passover, we celebrate the salvation of Israel from exile in Egypt,” he continued. “But I think 

the exile Jesus offers to liberate us from is different. I think he wants to show us out of the exile of our sep-

aration from God.” 

He fell silent again, and we stood to the side, watching as a few of Jesus’ followers returned with the 

donkey and colt, tossed up cloaks to make a kind of saddle, then helped Jesus mount. The throng began 

moving into the city and shouts rose up from the crowd nearby. It was hard to hear words, but I did catch 

things like, “It’s him!” and “At last, he’s come to set us free!” and “Hosanna, Hosanna! Blessed is he who 

comes in the name of the Lord.” The people lined the way and threw garments on the dusty road in wel-

come. They pulled branches off nearby trees to wave at Jesus and sang songs in greeting. Though the 

people were joyous, there was a wildness in the crowd that made me anxious. 

We fell back after a bit, though the procession and the roar of the crowd carried to us on the dusty 

breeze. I thought about my grandfather’s words, and Jesus’ eyes, and the quiet smile he’d given me. 

Wouldn’t it be something if a Messiah rose up and helped us reclaim our country?  

But what if my grandfather was right? What if we’d misunderstood Jesus’ whole message? 

I watched the procession move away from us, and found myself feeling unaccountably sad. 

 

Maundy Thursday  
 

Our Father, who is in heaven…. 

No, I can’t pray. I daren’t pray. Jesus said God forgives us our failings, but I don’t think I’ll find for-

giveness this time. Not this time, not after today. 

But I guess Jesus would also say to try. 

Okay, Father, here I am. Here I am, the poor miserable soul you know as Simon Peter. 
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Jesus told us to open ourselves up before you, to tell you the truth you already know about us, 

because we need to see it. So here are my failings… just from today. 

Jesus wanted to wash our feet before the Seder. And I wouldn’t let him. And he rebuked me, 

again, and all I can feel is shame. I try to understand what he’s about, and then my mouth runs off, or 

I assume something incorrectly, or I just jump to the wrong conclusion. Again.  

So tonight, why couldn’t I just let him wash my feet? Or sit still long enough to follow where he 

was going with everything? Yes, that would have been a nice change of pace. Why can’t I sit quietly 

and wait? 

You know why? Because I want to be right. I want to be smart. I want to prove I’m getting it – 

and of course, I’m not. So I messed up, again. 

And then the Seder. I wasn’t mentally present. Mostly, I was dreading going without leavened 

bread for 8 days, which just seems ridiculous now. I wanted my bread and meat and wine – and here 

we are, huddled in a back room, hiding from the authorities, unsure when we can dare to come out 

again. 

Father, Jesus asked me to follow him, and I willingly said yes, and I’m mostly happy to be on 

this path. But I have to tell you, I think he chose the wrong fisherman that morning. Maybe the sun got 

in his eyes and he really meant to choose someone else. That would make a lot of sense right now. 

So I missed the point of the foot washing. I wasn’t really present for the Seder. I paid attention 

only when Jesus said he was about to be betrayed; but I didn’t understand him, yet again. I was all 

about Peter, and not about Jesus. Again. Again. 

And then after the meal, Jesus went into the Garden to pray, and he wanted us there, to keep 

him company, to share in his concerns and his fears. I realized he was upset about something, but 

the flowers in the garden smelled so sweet, and I may have had too much wine, and the night was 

warm, and I was so tired….  

And if I’m honest, I think I was still feeling wounded about being rebuked. The other apostles 

say stupid things, too, but I’m the one he comes down hardest on. Sometimes I tell myself it’s be-

cause he wants me to be the best I can be. But sometimes, I just want him to kiss my brow and say, 

“Well done, Simon Peter. Well done.” 

Well, that won’t happen now. I fell asleep when I was supposed to be near him praying, de-

spite the pain in his spoken prayers. I woke up only when the soldiers stormed in. I pulled out a sword 

and attacked that slave (and yes, Lord, I do remember what Jesus taught us about being a peace-

maker; and no, I didn’t mean to hurt a slave – I’m a terrible swordsman as well as a terrible apostle). 

And then I ran. And ran. And lied, three times, saying I didn’t know this amazing man. I failed in  

everything tonight, Lord – and my final failure is one of honesty and courage. And I know that’s what 

following you requires, and I stumbled, again.  

I don’t know what happens now, God, but I can’t imagine it’s anything good.  

But – Jesus seemed to know this would happen, didn’t he? And – he seemed to say it was 

necessary…. I don’t understand any of this, God. I don’t understand why. I don’t understand. 

Oh God, oh God. If I had admitted I’m not that smart, if I had accepted that I don’t understand 

– would I be a better person, a better follower, a better friend? God, Jesus promised your forgiveness 

showers down upon us all, all the time. He said you were a God of love – and he’s the Messiah, and 

knows you in ways I never will. So all this must be true.  

I falter in my belief, God, but I don’t want to. I want to believe and to follow and to be steady 

and truthful and courageous. Help me be the Peter I want to be, God. Or should I be asking to be the 

Peter you want me to be? I want so much to make things right. Or do I need to let you make things 

right? Help me now, God – and please, please – forgive me the many times I’ve failed, and probably 

will again. Help me stay the course, God. Help me find my way forward, though this night feels un-

bearably dark. 
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Good Friday  
 

It doesn’t seem that long ago that the angel appeared to me, that I sang a song of joy for this path I 

was taking, that I held my sleeping son in my arms. It doesn’t seem that long ago…. 

In all these years, I have never doubted what God asked of me, or the choice I made. It could have 

cost me everything, had Joseph been a different man. It meant fleeing in darkness and living as refugees 

in Egypt. It meant starting anew in Nazareth some years later. But I didn’t regret anything, until today. 

But today I watched a legion of Roman soldiers jeer as my beloved boy staggered up a hot dusty 

hill, as he stumbled beneath the weight of the awful instrument of his torture and death, as the blood 

dripped from the crown of thorns they forced him to wear and the many wounds they’d beaten into him 

overnight. He dedicated his life to God and leading his people to God – and for that, they killed him. 

They killed him. Hammered nails into the hands I held when he was a little boy. Hammered nails 

into the feet that led him from town to town, region to region, preaching nothing but love and compassion 

and peace. I suppose I should thank God his death didn’t take that long. They’d beaten him so badly over-

night….  

John came to let me and the other women know he’d been betrayed and seized by the Romans. 

We went to the authorities, but they wouldn’t let us see him, touch him, talk to him. We could only trail be-

hind him at a distance, as he went up the hill to Golgotha. And we could only stand below him, watching 

him hang. We could only watch his every gasp for breath, and we could do nothing to help him.  

I kept thinking of when Joseph died, and how I could sit with him, hold his hand, kiss his brow, tell 

him gently I loved him. But I could do none of those things for Jesus. I couldn’t whisper words of comfort. I 

couldn’t give him the comfort of my hands in his as he died. He left us, unable to touch any of us, able only 

to watch us through a haze of pain. 

I wanted to be strong for him, I really did – but I couldn’t hold the tears in any longer. How much 

God has asked of me…. And this time – this time I wasn’t sure I could stay the course. Not my boy. Not 

my boy.  

Take me, but not this lovely gentle boy of mine.  

 

Holy Saturday  
 

The last few days were horrifying and exhausting, and yet I thought I’d never sleep again. As I sat 

in the room where we hid, I just kept thinking there’d been nothing I could do. I could take Mother Mary’s 

hand as he died, and I did. And yes, of course, I will watch over her till I take my last breath…. 

Oh God, “my last breath.” That’s how the cross kills – slowly choking out life and breath by painful 

inches. 

And then it was over, and we outcasts retreated to hide away in this dark room. I’ve tried to stay 

calm, for the others who straggled back after, looking like beaten curs. I feel that way, too. All I can do now 

is focus on the little things. Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus have helped prepare Jesus’ body for bur-

ial, and rolled it in a tomb. Some of the women will prepare the body after the Sabbath. 

And then? I have absolutely no idea. Day by day, we followed Jesus as he set off here and there, 

and always seemed to have a clear purpose. We trusted to follow his plans. Or mostly we did; we also al-

ways wanted more information and explanations, but…. 

Well, there’s no one to ask for information now, no one to pester for the plan for the day. I don’t 

know what happens now, or tomorrow, or the day after. I don’t regret these last 3 years – but – I wish I un-

derstood why, and what it was all for. I wish I understood where we go from here…. 

And then somehow, brooding on these turbulent thoughts, the weariness finally stole over me. 

Somehow, battered in body and soul, I finally fell asleep. And I had the most astonishing dream.  
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I dreamt that I was standing in the soft dawn light near Jesus’ tomb. As I stood there, the rock 

rolled away on its own. I looked inside, and the tomb was empty. The tomb stood empty. 

I turned at the crunching sound of approaching feet. A man moved toward me, glowing in that 

dawn light. He felt familiar, and yet – not. 

“John, John, do you not know me?” he said. And Jesus took my hand, and I recognized him, and I 

woke up. 

Tell me, please – was it just a dream? 

 

Easter Sunday  
 

Here is what I saw – I suppose you will have to decide for yourself if you believe me. 

Early this morning, just as dawn colored the sky from black to gray, Joanna and Jesus’ mother and 

I set off to the tomb to anoint Jesus’ battered body for burial. We walked with heavy steps, each lost in our 

own tortured thoughts. This amazing gentle man was dead, his friends scattered, and deep in my chest, I 

felt the awful breaking of my heart. 

All I could do for him, and for myself, was prepare the body. So the three of us walked on in the 

pinking light of day, till we reached the tomb – 

And the rock had been rolled away. 

And there were linens, the kind used to wrap a body, at the mouth of the tomb. 

And when we peered inside, the tomb stood empty. 

No doubt you will think what I did – that someone had come and taken his body. The miserable 

Romans, perhaps, or some final plot from Caiaphas.  

But then I saw a man, shimmering in the dawn light. My mind felt sluggish and slow, and I ap-

proached him hesitantly. As I got nearer, I asked, “Sir, can you help me? Can you tell me where he is?” 

“Whom do you seek?” the man asked me. 

“Jesus of Nazareth. They killed him, and now they’ve taken his body, and….” 

I do not weep easily or often. But I wept then, sudden wrenching sobs.  

“Mary, Mary,” the man said.  

For a long moment, I couldn’t get my breath. Then suddenly my vision cleared, and I gasped with 

realization. “Teacher!” I exclaimed, and ran toward him. 

He held up his hand to stop me. “I am here, Mary, but do not hold onto me. Do not cling. Go now 

and find my other followers and tell them you have seen me.” 

He smiled then, gently, and any lingering doubts I had cleared away. “Do not be afraid, Mary. Do 

not be afraid.” 
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CONTEMPLATIVE PRAYER GROUP 
 
“God’s first language is silence,” St. John of the Cross said in the 16

th
 Century.  400 years later, Fa-

ther Thomas Keating added: “Everything else is a poor translation. In order to understand this lan-
guage, we must learn to be silent and to rest in God.” 
 
Contemplative prayer is not a replacement for spoken prayer, but rather an important complement to 
it.  Come explore what contemplative prayer is, and what these rich practices may help you uncover 
about yourself and the Great Mystery who undergirds our lives.  
 
A new St. Francis group will be launching after Lent to gather us together in contemplative kin-
ship.  In the short term, of course, this will be online, though we look forward to gathering in person 
soon.  More details will be shared at Sunday services and via the website, or you can contact Kate 
Mason for more information.  (Kate’s contact details are in the current directory.)  Join us! 

"Prayer is the world's best wireless connection." 

 

That quote is emblazoned on a T-shirt given to Father Frank by the Rev. Barbara Jensen, Dea-
con, who served with him at St. Barnabas, Monmouth Junction, where they had a Prayer Chain 
of parishioners who regularly prayed for people and concerns -- Intercessory Prayer.   

We of St. Francis can take this to another level with a Virtual Prayer Group meeting on ZOOM 
(same as we "meet" together for worship on Sunday and for Adult Christian Formation).   

Fr. Frank would be honored to BE the facilitator/leader; we need someone who would use the 
church's ZOOM account and be "host" and deal with the technical issues.  (Volunteer need-
ed.)  Members of the Intercessory Prayer Group would meet via ZOOM and bring the concerns 
they would like the Group to pray for (including individuals or groups, and including prayers of 
thanksgiving).  Fr. Frank proposes meeting weekly.  He could also receive prayer requests by 
email in between meetings from anyone and pass them on to the group by email.   

All are welcome -- no experience necessary.   

Please email Fr. Frank at therevfah50@hotmail.com (note there is a typo in the Parish Directory 
-- please correct it in yours), or text or call me at 848-248-1267. -- Fr. Frank Hubbard 

  

mailto:therevfah50@hotmail.com
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STEWARDSHIP 
 GET INVOLVED! 

Sharing our time, treasure, and 
talent with others. 
Stewardship is sharing the gifts God has given us. 

  
 

PLEASE KEEP OUR COFFEE 
BREAK/HOUR IN MIND WHEN WE 
RETURN FOR SERVICES 
 

(Sundays after 10AM service 2nd Sunday after 8AM) 
 

Fellowship after Sunday services is a time-honored tra-
dition, and a great way to connect with your fellow pa-
rishioners and new comers. Volunteers will be needed 
to provide beverages and light refreshments.   Sign up 
sheets will be in the narthex. To learn more, see Cyn-
thia Pelliccia.  
 
 
 

 

     FACEBOOK  Ongoing 
 

Like our Facebook page at  “St. Francis Dunellen ”. 
 
 

AMAZON SMILE 
Ongoing 
 
 

Remember to use Amazon 
Smile as you place your on
-line orders during this 
stressful time.  0.5% of 
your purchase will be do-
nated to St. Francis.  Fol-
low the link on our homepage 
www.stfrancisdunellen.org for more information. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE CONTINUE TO SAVE YOUR CAPS—COLLECTION RUNS UNTIL JUNE 

PCO Bottle Cap Project at Grace Church Plainfield 

The third- through eighth-grade students in the Plainfield Community Outreach (PCO) after school program at Grace 
Church Plainfield are collecting plastic bottle caps of all kinds between now and June to be recycled for a good cause. 
Every 400 pounds of the plastic tops collected will be recycled into a plastic Buddy Bench that will be donated and in-

stalled in a local park.  Please help by sending all your plastic lids and caps from beverages, detergents, any other prod-
uct (please rinse them first) to Grace Plainfield.  A bucket will be found in the narthex when the church reopens.  
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OUTREACH 
Outreach coordinator: Pam Maiolo 

Lenten Donation —The NJ Sharing Network will be the recipient of 
our 2020 special Lenten offering.  The NJ Sharing Network is the non-
profit organization responsible for the recovery & placement of donat-
ed organs & tissue for those in need of a life-saving transplant.  Near-
ly 4,000 NJ residents are on the transplant waiting list.  Our special 
Lenten collection will be extended until a time when we return to nor-
mal church attendance.  Donations to this organization can also be 
made by sending a check in the mail to St, Francis.  Please make 
checks payable to St. Francis Church.  When our final donations are 
made we will send on  check to NJ Sharing Network. Please see 
page 18 for a parishioner’s story on NJ Sharing Network. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

St. Mark’s Church — This Episcopal Church in Keansburg, NJ runs a Food Bank & Soup Kitchen.  With the in-
creased demand being placed on the ministry during the Corona Virus epidemic, the Wardens & Vestry have 
agreed to donate $250 from our outreach budget for food and supplies.  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Grace's Kitchen — Our volunteers were asked not to come to the Kitchen on March 30th.  The paid staff will be 
handing out bagged lunches at the door.  Our next scheduled date to serve at Grace Church, Plainfield is April 27th. 
Updates on this ministry will be made available as it get closer to our service date. 

                        ++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

FISH, Inc. - Both the Food Room & the Clothing Room are closed at this writing.  They are scheduled to reopen on 
April 3rd, but this date may change going forward.  They are not accepting any donations at this time.  Our suggest-
ed donation for April was TBD for FHP.  When we return, the suggestion will be YOUR CHOICE. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

FISH Hospitality — We had previously agreed to Fish Hospitality homeless guests for 3 weeks beginning March 
29th. Very recently, the program decided to house these homeless families in motels for their safety and that of staff 
and volunteers.  Your Vestry responded to their request for help in funding this by donating $1,000 from the Out-
reach line in our Budget.  
 

         ++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Plainfield Community Outreach — The bottlecap collection continues until June. 

 

Donation suggestion for Winter months: 
  

When we return —YOUR CHOICE 

 

All donations are welcome! Please check expiration dates. 

The collections basket is located in the Narthex. 

FISH Donations 

 
 

Serving Middlesex, Union, and Somerset 

COVID-19 is Effecting Outreach at St. Francis 
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A personal interaction with a New Jersey Sharing Network organ harvesting team. 
 
In the summer of 2002 our older daughter, Nicola, passed her driving test and received her full drivers license. She 
took great pride in telling me that she'd registered to vote as well as registering to be an organ donor upon her 
death. As she was, at that time, a rising senior in high school who was determined to be a veterinarian I remember 
thinking that making the final decision for organ donation wouldn't be mine. How wrong can one be? Just over one 
year later, on Tuesday, August 19, 2003 we received the devastating phone call that is every parent’s worst night-
mare, Nicola had died in a horrific, traumatic car accident near Cow Town in Salem County, New Jersey. We were 
advised by the chaplain of Salem County medical center that we needed to make the two hour drive to formally 
identify Nicola’s body as well as meet with the transplant team who were awaiting our arrival. Thank God for Fa-
ther Jack, who not only drove us down to the medical center, but also stood by us as we made the determination 
that it really was our beautiful, talented and bright daughter whose body lay in front of us.  
 
Next, along with the hospital chaplain as well as Jack, we met with the organ harvesting team. They explained to us 
that Nicola’s wish was to be a donor, per her drivers license, but as we were her next of kin and parents, the final 
decision rested with us. Because of her extreme and traumatic injuries, unfortunately her heart, lungs and kidneys 
were not transplantable, but her corneas and tissue were. After some discussion between her dad and myself, the 
decision was made, and the papers authorizing the harvesting of Nicola’s corneas and some tissue were signed. It's 
not always an easy decision to make upon a loved one’s death, particularly when that person is young and should 
have a long life ahead of them, but I was confident knowing that the right decision was made. Nicola was a very 
loving, thoughtful daughter, who had a deep faith in God as well as being a dedicated church attendee.  Though 
she'd planned her future career around caring for animals, I know deep in my heart, that she would have been 
proud to help other people as well, after all she'd signed up to be an organ donor. 
 
The following year, at an event to honor donors and their families, we learned that two individuals regained their 
sight due to the donation of Nicola’s corneas and her tissue donation had helped burn victims begin to heal. 
 
The conversation around organ donation is never easy, so both my husband and I have it written into our wills as 
well as on our drivers licenses. We've also made our wishes known to our younger daughter Suzannah, so that 
there should be no hesitation upon our death. The decision has already been made. 
 
Losing a loved one is never easy, but knowing that, if possible, the transplant of their organs, corneas and/or tissue 
gives someone else a chance to live feels like the ultimate gift and a right decision, one that Christ would make. 
 
I urge everyone to support our Lenten outreach project, as you are able. If anyone has any questions about my per-
sonal interaction with an organ harvesting team, or any other aspects of making that decision, please don't hesi-
tate to ask! 
 
Thank you, 
 
Hilary Cox 
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MILBANK HALL WILL BE OPENED FOR THE BLOOD DRIVE!!! 

Click below for direct link to the St. Francis Blood Drive: 

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=St%20Francis%20Dunellen  

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=St%20Francis%20Dunellen
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                                         Healthy Bits by Chris Colwell 

 

 

Feeling stressed or anxious about corona virus?    How about thinking in a positive light – try getting a little dirt under your nails 
in the garden!  I find gardening therapeutic.  There’s something about kneeling in the grass, getting dirt under your nails, 
‘decorating’ outside with natural plants and flowers….and then waiting for everything to begin growing.  It’s truly proof of God’s 
beautiful creation!  Here are seven benefits of gardening, which I found at www.goodhousekeeping.com 

 

1. Gardening burns a lot of calories. 

Good news for those who already spend hours planting perennials: Gardening is considered moderate-intensity exercise. You 
can burn about 330 calories doing one hour of light gardening and yard work — more than walking at a moderate pace for the 
same amount of time — according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). 

Men and women who participated in a community gardening program also had significantly lower BMIs (body mass indexes) 
than their otherwise similar neighbors, according to a 2013 study in the American Journal of Public Health. 

2. It can lower your blood pressure. 

Just 30 minutes of moderate-level physical activity most days of the week can prevent and control high blood pressure. In fact, 
The National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute recommends gardening or raking leaves for 30-45 minutes as examples of how 
to hit that recommended amount. 

3. Spending time outside is good for your bones. 

When you're outdoors and your skin is exposed to the sun, it prompts your body to make vitamin D. This vitamin — also found 
in fish and fortified foods like milk — helps your body absorb calcium, a mineral essential for bone formation, according to the 
National Institutes of Health. (FYI: You should still apply sunscreen if you're planning on spending more than a few minutes in 
the sun to lower your risk of skin cancer.) 

4. Growing your own food can help you eat healthier.  

Besides the physical exercise you'll get tending to a vegetable garden, a productive plot can also promote a better diet by sup-
plying fresh, healthy produce. The Dietary Guidelines recommends eating at least 2 cups of vegetables and 1½ cups of fruits 
per day to get necessary nutrients and reduce risk of chronic disease. However, only 1 in 10 Americans adults meet those rec-
ommendations, according to the CDC. 

Gardening helps people develop a lasting habit of eating enough fruits and vegetables though, according to 2016 research 
from the University of Florida Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences. This may work not only by providing fresh veggies but 
also making it more likely for children to try foods they may not have eaten before, research from the American Society for Hor-
ticultural Science theorizes. 

  
5. Gardening can relieve stress. 

Gardening is positively correlated with a reduction in depression and anxiety symptoms, according to a 2017 meta-analysis in 
Preventive Medicine Reports that looked at 22 different case studies. 

In fact, some hospitals even use planting and flower arranging as a type of rehabilitation for people recovering from injuries, 
strokes, surgeries, and other conditions. NYU Langone's horticultural therapy program helps patients rebuild both their physical 
and mental health, Fried says. 
Not only does it give people control over a situation when they might feel helpless, but it also teaches them a new skill that can 
restore confidence. "They don’t really see a value in themselves because how they define themselves has changed, but being 
be able to take care of something is a good place to start," she says. 

These benefits can extend outside of a healthcare setting too. "People are so busy — there's so much stress now with elec-
tronic media all over the place," Fried says. "People need respite and nature provides respite." 

6. It can provide a source of community. 

You don't have to weed alone – nor should you. People who worked in allotment gardens had significantly better self-esteem, 
total mood disturbance, and general health compared to those who did not garden, according to a 2016 study published in 
Journal of Public Health. Even better, it's something almost anyone can partake in. Fried runs a horticultural therapy group for 
Alzheimer's patients as activity for them do with their caretakers and families." 

 

http://www.goodhousekeeping.com
https://www.goodhousekeeping.com/health/fitness/a47008/calories-burned-from-walking/
https://www.cdc.gov/healthyweight/physical_activity/index.html?s_cid=tw_ob387
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/abs/10.2105/AJPH.2012.301009
https://www.goodhousekeeping.com/health/diet-nutrition/a18527/high-blood-pressure-natural-remedies/
http://ghk.h-cdn.co/assets/cm/15/11/54ff77204744d_-_hbp_low.pdf
https://www.goodhousekeeping.com/health/advice/a26805/vitamin-d-benefits/
https://medlineplus.gov/ency/article/002405.htm
https://www.goodhousekeeping.com/beauty/anti-aging/g1288/best-sunscreens/
https://www.goodhousekeeping.com/home/gardening/advice/a19653/how-to-start-a-vegetable-garden/
https://www.goodhousekeeping.com/home/gardening/a20706435/vegetable-garden-tips/
https://health.gov/dietaryguidelines/2015/guidelines/chapter-1/a-closer-look-inside-healthy-eating-patterns/
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2017/p1116-fruit-vegetable-consumption.html
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2016/09/160919110301.htm
https://journals.ashs.org/horttech/view/journals/horttech/22/4/article-p430.xml
https://journals.ashs.org/horttech/view/journals/horttech/22/4/article-p430.xml
https://www.goodhousekeeping.com/health/wellness/a27018965/anxiety-symptoms-sign-women/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2211335516301401
https://academic.oup.com/jpubhealth/article/38/3/e336/2239844
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7. Gardening can make you happier. 

The act of growing plants may also help boost your mood. The 2017 meta-analysis also linked gardening with increases 
in quality of life and reductions in mood disturbance. This may have something to do with how it changes your outlook. 

"The thing about gardening is that you have to have faith in the future," Fried says. "Growing something green, something 
real, something alive, is a hopeful thing to do." 

Much the way gardening brings new life, blood donations renews life for someone in need.  Remember our Blood Drive 
scheduled for Wednesday, April 29th from 3:00PM-8:00PM in Milbank Hall.  Please donate blood or recruit someone to 
donate in your place.  Remember there is no substitute for human blood — please give the gift of life. 
 
So let’s get out there and begin growing together and see page 19 to sign up for the St. Francis Blood Drive!  

 
Chris Colwell 

Information will be available in the narthex for voter registration. Presiding Bishop Michael 

Curry encourages individuals to, “cast your vote, not on a partisan basis, not based on your 

biases, but vote your values. Vote the values of human dignity and equality. Vote the values 

https://www.goodhousekeeping.com/health/diet-nutrition/g25017676/foods-improve-mood/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2211335516301401
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WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO DO 

WITH ALL THAT STUFF YOU DON’T 

NEED? 
 

As you spring into Spring cleaning, think about what needs to 

stay and what needs to go  

 

The St. Francis Yard Sale will be here in June and while we 

can’t collect things right now, you can box up or bag your treas-

ures and mark it for the yard sale.  When we are once again able 

to accept items for the sale, you will be ready to drop them off. 

 

Thanks, in advance, for your support.  

Adult Christian Formation Day on Genesis 1-11: The Creation Stories and After 

Saturday, May 2, 9 am - 3 pm  

This event will occur —logistics TBD will announced at date gets closer 

Father Frank Hubbard will offer an Adult Christian Formation Day on Genesis 1-11: The Creation Sto-
ries and After.   

Can we believe both in science and the Bible?   

What questions about God and the meaning of life do these chapters respond to? 

  How do these chapters connect to our Christian faith today?   

What do you find moving or puzzling in them?   

Parishioners, friends, neighbors and members of other churches or none are welcome.  Free.  Saturday, 
May 2, 9 am - 3pm.  If OPEN—The church will provide coffee and snacks.  Please bring a bag lunch, 

questions, a Bible if you have one and pen and paper if you wish.  Additional Bibles will be available.  It 
would be helpful to read (or reread) these chapters as a unit before the gathering with the questions 

above in mind. 
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Parish Finances in this Time 

 

 

At this time, we are in relatively good shape financially, but recognize that we may face 
financial challenges both known and unknown as we move forward. The uncertainties of 
this time may adversely affect St. Francis and our parish families. The Finance Commit-
tee will be meeting shortly after Easter to review where we are and, following wise Dioce-
san advice, will make our best projections for the next 3 months going forward. We will 
share those with you at that time, as well as how you can help sustain our ministry, as 
each is able. 
  
Contributions are currently being received by mail, counted, and deposited for those who 
able to make offerings, regular and/or special (e.g. Easter). We’re grateful for those who 
have sent in checks in recent weeks.   
  
Fr. Jack manages the Rector’s Discretionary Fund (supported by our parish budget and 
occasional designated donations) which is used to help people in financial need confi-
dentially.  If you have been negatively impacted by the economic fallout of the pandemic, 
please contact him to discuss your situation and what help is available.  Part of being a 
parish family is caring for each other in good times and bad. 
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