
ST.  FRANCIS’  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH 
 

St. Francis Episcopal Church is a diverse community accepting all. 

We gather to worship God, grow in faith, and share in fellowship. 

We go out to serve Christ by serving others. 

Everyone is Welcome Here! 
 

The Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost: October 24th, 2021 

 
 

 

Safety Expectations for On-site Worship 
 
 

Mask Requirements for Worship at St. Francis: All attending worship must wear masks. Singing 
while masked is permitted.  No physical distancing requirement is in place, but all are asked to respect 
the distancing requests of other worshipers. Post-worship fellowship will take place outside, weather 
permitting.  
 

Other Announcements 
 
 

All Saint’s Sunday will be celebrated on Sunday, November 7th.  During worship that day, we 
remember before God the faithful departed. If you have beloved departed you would like to be prayed 
for, please complete one of the forms with your bulletin and in the narthex or contact Elaine Patania 
(elai15@aol.com, 732-266-8913) with your request.  Because of necessary lead time in bulletin 
preparation, the deadline for submission is this Wednesday, October 27th. 
 

It’s coming… New Consecration Sunday will be here November 14th!  To celebrate, we’ll be offering boxed 
lunches after the service.  Please complete a luncheon RSVP form by November 7th.  RSVPs may be 
made here via our website (preferred). Hard copy RSVP forms are also are available in the narthex or 
have been mailed to you.  Please submit an RSVP even if you will not be joining us for lunch that day.  
 

Donations of pet food during the month of October will be given to St. Hubert's Animal Welfare 
Center. Items can be placed in the red container outside our front entry or in the barrel inside when 

you enter the building.  St. Hubert's has indicated a desperate need for wet and dry cat food.  
 
 

Fresh Start: A new outreach opportunity at St. Francis. The cost of personal hygiene products is a 
hidden consequence of poverty. Donations of new/unopened packages of diapers (adult & children), 
tampons & pads may be deposited in either of the bins outside the front door. There is also a 
collection container in the narthex for those worshiping onsite. Monetary donations may be made at 
sh-cares.org. Designate "Fresh Start" in the comments section. Summit Health oversees this program & 
will send all donations to local communities in need. (St. Paul's, Edison does not distribute these items) 
 

Food Collection for the Food Pantry at St. Paul’s, Edison, continues, Please drop off non-perishable 
food in the container outside the church doors. To contribute financially, send a check with Food 
Pantry in memo line & on envelope to:  

 

St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran church 
445 Old Post Road 
Edison, NJ  08817 

 

 

The Altar Flowers are given this week by Jack Zamboni in loving memory of his amazing wife,  
Judith Yannariello. 
 

Celebrations this week: Birthdays: Aurora Tirado -10/30; Jayden Phua - 10/31; 
Baptism Anniversary:  Gregory Myzie - 10/25  

  

mailto:elai15@aol.com
https://www.stfrancisdunellen.org/luncheon-rsvp
http://www.stfrancisdunellen.org/
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THE GATHERING OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD 
 
PRELUDE  Christum wir sollen loben schon  Georg Böhm 

 

   

THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN     PRAISE, MY SOUL, THE KING OF HEAVEN 
  Hymnal 1982  410 
 
 

 

 

 
 
Presider  Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People  And blessed be God’s Kingdom, now and for ever. Amen 

 
                                                                   .  

 
THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 

are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  
that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
 

 
The liturgy begins with 
a congregational hymn 
for the procession --  
a formal way of the 
congregation gathering to 
worship God together. 
While processional 
hymns were not used in 
the earliest churches, the 
practice flowered in the 
early Middle Ages. 
Processional music is 
especially associated with 
the English church and 
can be found in the 
Sarum Processional of 
1502.   

 
 

The Collect for Purity is a 
preparatory prayer, asking 
God to prepare us for 
worship.  It has been used 
at the opening of the 
Anglican Eucharist since 
1549. 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS HEALY WILLAN   
 
 

 

The Gloria opens with 
the angels' song of praise 
to the shepherds at Jesus' 
birth. The full text was 
composed in the very early 
centuries of the church 
and has been in constant 
use since then. It is 
usually sung at the 
beginning of the Eucharist 

except in Advent and Lent. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Collect of the Day 
concludes the entrance rite 
and introduces the 
Liturgy of the Word.  
These prayers are usually 
related in a thematic way 
to the Gospel or the 
observance of the day. 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

Presider  The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Presider  Let us pray.                  Silence for the People's prayers 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and charity;  

and, that we may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 

     THE FIRST LESSON   Jeremiah 31:7-9 
 

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah 
 

Thus says the LORD: 
 

Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,  
and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;  

proclaim, give praise, and say,  
"Save, O LORD, your people,  
  the remnant of Israel."  

  See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north,  
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,  

  among them the blind and the lame, those with child and  
those in labor, together;  
a great company, they shall return here.  

  With weeping they shall come,  
and with consolations I will lead them back,  

  I will let them walk by brooks of water,  
in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;  

  for I have become a father to Israel,  
and Ephraim is my firstborn. 
 

  Silence to hear the Word of God. 
 

Reader      The Word of the Lord. 
People   Thanks be to God. 
 

THE PSALM (91:9-16) 
 

Please join in reading the Psalm responsively by half verse.  
 

1 When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, * 
then were we like those who dream.  

 

2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, * 
and our tongue with shouts of joy.  

 

3  Then they said among the nations, * 
"The LORD has done great things for them. “ 

 

4 The LORD has done great things for us, * 
and we are glad indeed.  

 

5 Restore our fortunes, O LORD, * 
like the watercourses of the Negev.  

The public reading of 
scripture is a part of our 
inheritance from 
Judaism, and the 
adoption of the practice 
by the early church is 
attested to in the New 
Testament.  The Liturgy 
of the Word includes a 
reading from the Hebrew 
Scriptures (Old   
Testament), a Psalm, an 
Epistle, a Gospel lesson 
and sermon.  It concludes 
with the recitation of the 
Nicene Creed, Prayers of     
the People, the 
Confession, the 
Absolution, and the 
Peace. 

 

The public reading of 
scripture is a part of our 
inheritance from our 
Jewish ancestors in faith. 
and the practice by the 
early church is attested to 
in the New Testament. 
The Liturgy of the Word 
includes a reading from 
the Hebrew Scriptures,  
a Psalm, an Epistle 
(Letter), a Gospel lesson 
and sermon. The 
congregation responds to 
the Word proclaimed 
with the Nicene Creed, 
Prayers of the People,  
the Confession, the 
Absolution, and the 
Peace. 

The Collect of the Day 
collects the prayers 
offered by the people in 
the silence following 
the Presider's 
invitation to prayer. 
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6  Those who sowed with tears * 
will reap with songs of joy. 

 

7 Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, * 
will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves. 

 

THE SECOND LESSON   A Reading form the Letter to the Hebrews  Hebrews 7:23-28 
 

 

The former priests were many in number, because they were prevented by death 
from continuing in office; but he holds his priesthood permanently, because he 
continues forever. Consequently he is able for all time to save those who approach 
God through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them.  

 

For it was fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, blameless, undefiled, 
separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. Unlike the other high priests, 
he has no need to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for 
those of the people; this he did once for all when he offered himself. For the law 
appoints as high priests those who are subject to weakness, but the word of the oath, 
which came later than the law, appoints a Son who has been made perfect forever. 
 

  Silence to hear the Word of God. 
 

Reader      The Word of the Lord. 
People   Thanks be to God. 
 

THE SEQUENCE HYMN   O FOR A THOUSAND TONGUES Hymnal 1982  493 
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THE GOSPEL Mark 10:46-52 
 

 

Deacon  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus and his disciples came to Jericho. As he and his disciples and a large crowd were 
leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the 
roadside. When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout out and 
say, "Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!" Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, 
but he cried out even more loudly, "Son of David, have mercy on me!" Jesus stood 
still and said, "Call him here."  

 

And they called the blind man, saying to him, "Take heart; get up, he is calling you.” 
So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. Then Jesus said to him, 
"What do you want me to do for you?" The blind man said to him, "My teacher, let 
me see again." Jesus said to him, "Go; your faith has made you well." Immediately he 
regained his sight and followed him on the way. 
  

Deacon  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
 
THE SERMON The St. Francis Players 
 
 
THE NICENE CREED     
 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things 
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the 
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was 
made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 
glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets.  We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 

the world to come.  Amen. 
 

 

 

All stand, as able, for 
the reading of the 
Gospel, which is 
preceded and followed 
by acclamations directed 
to Christ. The Gospel 
holds a place of honor 
as the final reading. In 
the Gospel procession, 
the Word comes to the 
people and is 
proclaimed among the 
people. 
 

The Nicene Creed is 
the Church's 
affirmation of faith, 
dating from the 
Council of Nicaea in 
325 AD, expanded 
at the Council of 
Constantinople in 
381. It proclaims the 
belief of the universal 
Church in the Triune 
God and the 
Incarnation and work 
of Christ in the 
redemption of the 
world. It gives us the 
lens through which we 
interpret the story of 
God’s actions in 
Scripture.  
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE    
 

Please offer your own thanksgivings and petitions, aloud or in your heart, in the silences 
during the Prayers. The response to each petition is: 

 

Response:   Holy God, hear our prayer. 
 

 

THE CONFESSION OF SIN 
 

Deacon Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

 Most merciful God,  
  we confess that we have sinned against you  
  in thought, word, and deed,  
  by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  
 We have not loved you with our whole heart;   
  we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
 We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
 For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,   
  have mercy on us and forgive us;  
  that we may delight in your will,  
  and walk in your ways,  
  to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

 

THE ABSOLUTION 
 

 

 
THE PEACE  
  

 

Presider  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

 

 
 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The people offer our 
common petitions, 
intercessions, and 
thanksgivings to God.   

In the Absolution, we 
hear God's promise of 
forgiveness. Reconciled 
with God and one 
another, we share in the 
Peace of Christ. 
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THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

THE OFFERTORY HYMN        PASS ME NOT, O GENTLE SAVIOR LEVAS  139 
 

 

 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING EUCHARISTIC PRAYER A 
 

Presider The Lord be with you.  
People And also with you. 
Presider Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. (here the Presider adds a Preface appropriate 
to the day or season.)  

The Holy Eucharist 
recalls the Last Supper: 
“in the night in which he 
was betrayed,” Jesus took 
bread, gave thanks, 
broke it and gave it to 
his disciples.  The 
Eucharist is not only an 
act of remembrance, but 
the sacramental gift by 
which Christ is truly 
present to us now, as well 
as foretaste of the 
banquet of God's Reign. 
 
During the Offertory 
Hymn, the people's gifts 
of bread, wine, and 
money are placed on the 
Altar as the offering of 
ourselves, our souls and 
bodies, to God. 
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Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all 
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name: 
 

Sanctus  Healy Willan 
 

 
 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we 
had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of 
us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the 
cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole 

world. 
 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:   
 

Christ has died.  
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again.         

 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.   
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, 
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may 
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at 
the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.  
AMEN. 
 

In the Sanctus we join 
with saints and angels 
and all of creation in a 
song of praise and 
thanksgiving to God.  

The Great Thanksgiving 
(Eucharistic Prayer) 
grew from Jewish meal 
prayers like the one Jesus 
likely used at the Last 
Supper. "Eucharist" in 
Greek means "Thanks-
giving." We give thanks 
for God's work in 
creation, and in the life, 
death and resurrection of 
Christ. All affirm this 
prayer in the Great 
AMEN at the end. 
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

       Our Father, who art in heaven, 
           hallowed be thy Name, 
           thy kingdom come, 
              thy will be done, 
                   on earth as it is in heaven. 
           Give us this day our daily bread. 
           And forgive us our trespasses, 
              as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
           And lead us not into temptation, 
              but deliver us from evil. 
           For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
              for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 

Presider  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
   People    Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.  

 

A PRAYER FOR SHARED COMMUNION   
 

 Lord Jesus Christ, our constant companion, 
you promised to be with us to the end of the age, 
and you make us one with each other  
in your Body, the Church. 
We thank you for giving us yourself 
in this Holy Sacrament,  
the seal of your love that is stronger than death. 
Grant, then, O Lord, that we all may receive you, 
whether met at this table or dispersed in our homes; 
and so strengthen the bonds of our common life 
that with all your people in every place, 
we may praise and serve you 
until we come to the joys of your heavenly banquet.  
We ask this for the sake of your love. Amen. 

 

 
Presider Behold what you are. 
People May we become what we receive. 

 
THE COMMUNION ANTHEM   The Call of Wisdom   Will Todd 
 
THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER   
 

Let us pray. 
 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant 
us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of 
heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer forms 
the climax of our 
participation in Christ’s 
self-offering.  Our 
corporate recitation binds 
us together at a focal 
point in the celebration 
and expresses our unity 
with one another in 
Christ. 

The bread is broken in 
order to for the Body of 
Christ be shared.  In the 
breaking of the bread we 
see a reminder of the 
Lord’s body broken for 
us and of our own need to 
be broken to share in the 
life of Christ and to share 
that life with others. 
 

The Prayer for Shared 
Communion, draws on 
the practice of spiritual 
communion for those 
physically unable to 
receive the Sacrament.  
We ask that together,  
we may all share in 
God's love in Christ. 
 

 
 

 

The words of invitation 
to Communion come 
from St. Augustine, the 
great 5th century 
theologian and Bishop of 
Hippo in North Africa. 
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THE BLESSING  
 
 
 

THE RECESSIONAL HYMN                  PRAISE THE LORD, RISE UP Hymnal 1982  334 

 

  
 
 

THE DISMISSAL 
 

Deacon  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

 
POSTLUDE Aus tiefer Not (vs. 2)  Böhm 
 
 
 * Sources for annotations include:  

An Instructed Eucharist, Samuel T. Lloyd, Forward Movement Publications, 1999. 
Praying Shapes Believing, Leonel L. Mitchell, Morehouse Publishing, 1985.  

     The Ceremonies of the Eucharist: A Guide to Celebration, Howard E. Galley, Cowley Publications, 1989. 

Having heard the  
pronouncement of God’s 
blessing upon us and all of 
creation, we are sent forth 
to be Christ and serve 
Christ in the world. 
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